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Newsletter for February 2014
I am the LORD, I have called you in righteousness, I have taken you by the hand and 
kept you; I have given you 
as a covenant to the people, 
a light to the nations,

Isaiah 42:6 

Message from Our Pastor

We all know the saying, God is love.  It comes from 1 John 4:8 and is a nice little catch phrasey sound bite about who God is. Here is the problem though, I think we use it all wrong.  You see whenever I have heard God is love being used what the person is actually saying is, God is loving.  As in applying the characteristic of love to God.  It makes love just another attribute of God.  And yes it is most definitely true that God is loving, and that God loves us.  But that isn’t the claim 1 John was making.  1 John says God is love.  Which I take to mean that love is not just an attribute of God but that love is in fact God.  That is something entirely different than simply saying God is loving or an attribute of God is love.  Here let me try to explain what I am getting at.

Love is something we all know and experience during our lives.  Our family units are based on love.  Parents, grandparents, children, brothers and sisters - all loving each other.  All of our important relationships in life are based on love.  As we grow and form friendships we love those we call friends.  As we fall in love and grow in love with another person through marriage.  As we have our own children who we shower with love throughout their lives.  Even beyond all that we love pets and tv shows and foods and sports and life itself.  Love permeates everything we do in one way or another.  Love is the most active force in the entire world.  Love is the only thing that can truly bring us and keep us together.  Love counters hate.  Love builds one another up.  Love is what makes life worth living.

God is love.  So that love that I just went on and on about.  That love that you have felt throughout your life.  That love that you currently have for so many people and things.  That love is God.  It literally is God.  Which means wherever there is love in this world there is God.   When we feel loved we feel the presence of God.  When we see love in action we see God in action.  When we love one another we are experiencing God.  When we love our family, friends, and even spouse we are experiencing God. God is there at the center of all our relationships holding them together, because love is there.  God is there in the midst of all aspects of our lives, because love is there.  1 John even picks up on this a couple verses later where it says, “no one has ever seen God; if we love one another, God lives in us, and his love is perfected in us.” When we love one another we see God because when we love God is in us because God is love.  That emotion that we feel that we call love, it is God dwelling is us.  How crazy is that?  How awesome is that?  I don’t know about you but it changes the whole way I look at love.  It changes the whole way I look at God.  It changes the whole way I look at everything.  Something tells me, that is what it is supposed to do.
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The February Newsletter was adopted by
Greg & Amy Baskin
in honor of 
Ken Baskin
   Noisy Offering

The noisy offering for February 2nd will go to the 

Care Committee.  They will be sending valentine packages to our college students this month.  (Anyone who would like to donate can contact Sandy Feleppa)
   Bible Study

Bible Study on will continue at Trinity on Fridays at 1 pm.  
   GiG
Growing in God continues in February.  All children from K-5 are invited to come join us from 3:30 to 5:00 pm.  Helpers are still needed.  GiG meets on Wednesdays except for the last Wednesday of the month.
  Service Sunday
Service Sunday for February 23rd will be projects at the Hope Chest.  Come and help this worthy cause.
  Confirmation
Confirmation will meet on the first two Wednesdays of February at 7 p.m.
  Marked Event
Marked Events began in 2007 as a grant supported initiative to connect Youth across the Synod with each other.  Confirmation classes were asked to attend one or more such event.  This year, we are invited to one of three events:

March 16 – First Lutheran, Gladstone


March 23 – Our Redeemer, Newberry


March 30 – United Lutheran, L’Anse

We will be assembling LWR “Health Kits” for global mission, and what we call “Love Bundles” for local food pantries!  The congregation is asked to collect at least:  9 bars of soap, 3 fingernail clippers, 3 deodorants or antiperspirants, 3 bath-sized towels, 3 hand-sized towels, 3 bottles of shampoo, 3 combs, 3 toothbrushes, and 3 tubes of toothpaste.
NOIZ
NOIZ will meet on February 9th at 7 pm.

  Michigan vs Iowa
On Saturday February 22nd Michigan is playing Iowa in Woman’s basketball in Ann Arbor.  As you know one of our members, Nicole Elmblad, is also a member of the Michigan’s woman’s basketball team.  We would love to show her our support by having a group go down for the game together.  If you are interested talk to contact Pastor Jeremy so he can get things coordinated.

Ash Wednesday
The Lenten season will start on March 5th with an Ash Wednesday Worship Service at Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church in St. Ignace – 7 p.m.  
Soup Luncheon
We will be hosting a Soup Luncheon on February 11th from 11:00 am - 1:30 pm.  Mark your calendars and tell your friends to come to Zion Lutheran Church with an empty belly and a giving spirit.  Now, this also means there is a lot of work to be done, and we will need lots of help to feed the hungry crowd.  We will need people to help set up before and clean up after.  People need to be there during, to help serve people and keep things clean and orderly.   And of course people to help make the soup itself.  If you are willing to help with any or all of these, talk to either Linda Wilkins or Pastor Jeremy.
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Trinity Worship Families
Feb 2

The Chalmers Family

Feb 9
The Kennedy Family

Feb 16
The Gustafson Family
Feb 23

The Rose Family
Servants for Zion

Ushers & Greeters

Feb 2

Andrea Insley & Tina Schlehuber
Feb 9

Jerry & Susan Fenlon

Feb 16

Stevan & Mary Christiansen
Feb 23

Jon & Connie Olsen
Lectors

Feb 2

Andrew Sjogren
Feb 9
Sandy Feleppa
Feb 16

Jacob Sjogren
Feb 23

Fred Feleppa
Communion Assistants

Feb 2

Lorraine Graham
Feb 9
Fred Feleppa
Feb 16

Faith Gaubault
Acolytes

Feb 2
Emma Feleppa
Feb 9
Gabe Armstrong
Feb 16

Donovan Insley
Feb 23

Kennedy Kammers
Altar:  Karen Schlehuber
Money Counters:  Dena Barker & Steve Christiansen
Zion Funeral Committee December - March
Team Leader:  Linda Wilkins (643-7710)

Co-leader: Marlene Olsen (643-9519)

Prayer Shawls
We have run out of prayer shawls.  There is a need for more, if anyone would like to help with this service.

Prayer List
(The prayer list is started new each year.  If you would like someone added to the prayer list, please fill out a yellow card or call the church)
Bonnie Bergeron, Ann & Jim Dyer, Carl & Mary Belonga, Ruth Cope, Dan Pope, LaTaunya Paquin, Christine Movalson Shaw, Lois Movalson, Phil Richel, Joy Olsen Marolf, Joe Chalmers, Ruth & Vern Johnson, Jim & Candy Campbell, Garrett Horn, Jim Scott, Bob Pearson, Susan Stelzer, Rob Podlesak and Jerome LaJoice
[image: image10.wmf] 

 


February Wedding Anniversaries

Craig & Sunshine Kammers
February 11
Birthdays in February

Benjamin Doran
 1

Rebecca Idalski
 6
Nathan Stenson
8

Grace Wheeler
8

Jerri Rose
10

Joel Dodds
11

Carl Belonga
13

Melanie North
13

Marlene Olsen
14

Kelly LaJoice
15

Pega Kennedy
19

Cara St. Andrew
24

Nicole Elmblad
26

Jacqueline Kallstrom
27

Cole Christiansen
28

Molly Therrian
28

Aubree Vallier
28

Marion Hill
29

Baptismal Anniversaries in February

Virginia Hopper

February 05

Cliff Marshall

February 10

Ryan Idalski

February 16

Wade Marshall

February 21

Robby Olsen

February 22

Chelsea Lennington

February 25

Joshua Lennington

February 25

Jacqueline Kallstrom 

February 27
Council Meetings
Trinity Council Meeting – 6 pm, February 17th 
Zion Council Meeting – 6:30 pm, February 19th 
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Zion’s Council Members
Treasurer:  
Dawn Akers
643-7552


Lana Lennington
643-6576
                           Nicole Garen
643-8387

Faith Gaubault
298-1800


Paul Shepard
984-2069


                           Tim Idalski
643-6574


Fred Feleppa
643-6793


Lorraine Graham
643-8419

Trinity’s Council Members
President:  
Jerri Rose
292-5570
Vice-President
Tracy Movalson
         292-5581

Secretary: 
Sharon Chalmers
292-5440

Treasurer: 
Pega Kennedy
292-5633

Co-Treasurer: 
Jim Rose
292-5570

Financial Secretary:  Joe Chalmers
292-5433

WELCA:  
Pega Kennedy
292-5633



John Kennedy
292-5633



Jim Dyer
292-5433



Lois Movalson
         292-5581
	Treasurer's Report for Zion

	January 1, 2013 through December 31, 2013

	
	
	
	

	Income:
	
	
	

	
	Building
	$3,890.00
	

	
	Church Use Income
	$175.00
	

	
	General
	$79,929.89
	

	
	Thrivent Financial 
	$741.00
	

	
	Trinity Share
	$12,660.00
	

	
	TOTAL
	
	$97,395.89

	
	
	
	

	Expenses:
	
	
	

	
	Administration
	$4,844.73
	

	
	Benevolence
	$6,300.00
	

	
	Church Maintenance
	$15,817.18
	

	
	Education
	$855.20
	

	
	Parsonage Maintenance
	$2,348.51
	

	
	Pastoral
	$47,604.14
	

	
	Worship
	$4,495.01
	

	
	--To Building Fund
	$12,002.51
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	$94,267.28

	Balance:
	
	
	 $      3,128.61 

	***********************************************************

	as of 1/19/14
	
	
	

	General fund owes Building fund:
	
	 $                   -   

	General fund owes Mission Endowment fund:
	 $      9,495.00 

	
	
	
	

	General Fund balance:
	
	 $      2,479.89 

	Building Fund balance:
	
	 $    22,131.31 

	Thrivent Investment Management Fund:
	
	 $          356.33 

	WELCA Kitchen Fund:
	
	 $      9,723.74 

	2011 -2014 Capital Campaign Donations
	
	 $    21,086.00 


Joint Council Meeting 

January 15, 2014

Opening Prayer - Following a potluck dinner, Jim Rose opened our meeting with a prayer.  Those present were:  Tom Gustafson, Jerry and Sue Fenlon, Lorraine Graham, Jerri and Jim Rose, Dawn Akers, Pega and John Kennedy, Pastor Jeremy, Sharon and Joe Chalmers, Paul Shepherd.
  
Secretary's Report - Read and Passed

Treasurer's Report - Dawn discussed the budget items shared by both Zion and Trinity.  Those items were passed.  Other budget items will be discussed further in each of our annual meetings.

OLD BUSINESS
      Pastor discussed our shared support of the Hope Chest.  The Hope Chest is thriving in our community and has helped 367 families in Mackinac County spending about $70,000.  The Three Lakes Academy is also a joint endeavor which is housed at Zion, but supported by both churches.
    Feedback for Pastor Jeremy was positive.  His sermons are meaningful, he has 12 kids in his confirmation class, and he is supportive and visits the shut-ins.

NEW BUSINESS:  
    Pastor suggested we might think about having a joint worship and picnic.  It was also suggested that we have it on a weekday so those who generally work on Sundays in the summertime can attend.
    We need to continue community outreach and show our town that we have something to offer.
    We will place brochures in our local motels and restaurants.
    We will also check on The Vesper Cruises.

The meeting was adjourned at 7:35 p.m. with the Lord's Prayer.

Respectfully Submitted,
Sharon Chalmers
Trinity Lutheran Annual Meeting 

January 19, 2014

Those present were:  Pastor Jeremy, Jim and Jerri Rose, Joyce and Tom Gustafson, Pega and John Kennedy, Tracy Movalson, and Joe and Sharon Chalmers

Jerri called the meeting to order and Pastor read the devotions from the book of Romans.

The agenda was adopted and the minutes from 2013 were read and approved.

OLD BUSINESS

Pastor's report was read and approved

President's report was given and approved

WELCA report was read and approved

Financial statements were handed out to the congregation 

NEW BUSINESS

2014 Budget - We discussed the budget and it was approved with some small changes.
Audit Committee - Tom and Joe will audit the books

Elected Delegates to Synod Assembly and conference - Sharon and Joe Chalmers will attend the Synod Assembly on May 18.  The conference will be October 9th.

Benevolence Committee Meeting. - Joe, Tom, Jerri and Lois will meet because we still have money to spend from accrued interest on our investments.

Midsummer Pole Raising - This year we will raise the pole June 22nd.

Church attendance for 2013 was 1104.  Loose offerings totaled $1,117.69

The missionary we support will be visiting our congregation sometime in April.

The meeting was adjourned with the Lord's Prayer at 5:45 p.m.

Respectfully Submitted
Sharon Chalmers
Zion Council Meeting 

January 22, 2014
Present:  Pastor Jeremy, Fred Feleppa, Jerry Fenlon, Susan Fenlon, Lorraine Graham and Paul Shepard

Meeting opened with Pastor leading us in devotions and a prayer at 6:35 p.m.  Vice-President Jerry Fenlon presided.

The Secretary Report was approved as presented.
The Treasurer’s Report was approved as presented.  
We reviewed the Budget Proposal that will be presented at the Annual Meeting.

Pastor’s Report:
The new website is up and running.  There was no cost to us from the server, as they give free space to non-profit organizations.  We have already had one person contact us from the site.

We had a good soup luncheon.  We had better than average attendance.  We served over 100 people and almost all of the soup was gone.  There are two more soup luncheons coming up, one in February and one in March.

Lay School is going on with fewer than usual attending, we think, due to the subject matter.

Service Sunday for February will be held on the 23rd.  We will be helping out at the Hope Chest.

NOIZ and Confirmation are each planning to have a group activity but have no final plans as yet.

Old Business:

We will need to find replacements for Jerry & Susan Fenlon whose council terms are ending this year.  Suggestions were made for possible replacements and council members agreed to call them to ask if they would be willing to serve.
The Pastor elaborated further on his proposal for a new ministry called Growing in Faith Together (GIFT).  It was decided to try it out before church on the first and third Sunday, beginning in March or April.  It would involve a brunch, then sharing and reading a Bible story in a large group, talking it over in smaller group, and coming together again to pray and bless each other.  It would include members of all ages.  The Pastor stated that we would need to start advertising.

New Business:
It was mentioned that we need a new communion cup and various options for replacement were discussed.

The Pastor mentioned that his microphone needed repairing again and it was suggested that he buy a new one.

The Pastor mentioned that there would be pot luck following the Annual Meeting on Sunday.

Fred asked about finding a way to let member know what is happening in the week ahead.  After some discussion is was suggested we try sending out a mass email.
The meeting adjourned with the Lord’s Prayer at 8:07 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Lorraine Graham

Zion Lutheran Annual Meeting  

January 26, 2014
The meeting was called to order by President Faith Gaubault at 12:10 p.m.

Pastor Winter led us in prayer.

Jerry Fenlon made a motion to appoint Lorraine Graham as secretary for the meeting.  It was seconded by Paul Shepard.  Motion passed.

Church members were given a copy of the Annual Report.
Lynn Evans made a motion to adopt the proposed agenda.  Sandy Feleppa seconded. Motion passed.

Lana Lennington made a motion to accept last year’s minutes.  Linda Wilkins seconded.  Motion passed.

Old Business

Pastor’s Report:  Pastor Jeremy highlighted some of the information in his report.  

He stated the Service Sundays have been going well.  Many people have mentioned how much they have enjoyed participating in this program. 

Confirmation has also been going well with 13 confirmands.  They are enjoying their meetings and sometimes ask for more.  

The Hope Chest and the Food Pantry have been successful.  The Hope Chest gave out over $7000 last year.  With government programs giving less, we have been able to take up some of the slack.  

Three Lakes Lay Academy is going strong with many people from the surrounding areas coming here to the classes.  

Pastor Jeremy gave us information on the new ministry we are going to try.  It’s a multi-generational program that we are planning for the first and third Sundays of the month before church service.  There was much discussion and input from the congregation.

Linda Wilkins made a motion to accept the Pastor’s Report.  Jerry Fenlon seconded.  Motion passed.

President’s Report:  Faith wanted to thank Richard Galor, Dawn Akers and Sandy Feleppa for their contributions toward the running of the church.  She thanked Pastor Jeremy for his spiritual leadership.  She stated that she was encouraged by forward thinking that was taking place.

Building and Grounds Report:  Faith highlighted some of Richard’s report.  He gave thanks to Marialana Nygard, Jerry Fenlon and Paul Shepard for their contributions to the upkeep of the church and grounds.  It was stated that the shingles would have to be replaced on the older section of the church.  Fred Feleppa made a motion to accept the Building Report.  Lana Lennington seconded.  Motion passed.

The report for the Memorial Fund was reviewed.  Fred Feleppa made a motion to accept the report as presented.  Jerry Fenlon seconded.  Motion passed.

The W.E.L.C.A. Report was reviewed.  There was some discussion on using some of the funds for new dishes that are not so heavy.  It was stated that the money could come from the Kitchen Fund.  The report was accepted as presented.

Financial Report:  The report was reviewed.  It was reported that we received more donations this year than last.  The report was accepted as presented.

Mission Endowment Committee:  The committee hasn’t met yet this year, due to the weather.

Capitol Campaign Fund:  We raised $21,086.00 in donations for the new boilers.  They will be installed as soon as weather permits.

2014 Budget:  The proposed budget was presented.  Items were reviewed.  Fred pointed out that Pastor would now be covered by his wife’s insurance so he was given extra in other areas.  Fred Feleppa made a motion to adopt the proposed budget.  Tammy Shepard seconded.  Motion passed.

New Business
Pastor Jeremy stated that we would need to start a new “Raise the Roof” Capital Campaign for funds to fix the roof.  Any funds left over from the boilers would be put toward the roof.  It was estimated that the cost would be around $25,000.00.  Linda Wilkins mentioned that others had used a program where a people could buy a bundle or half-bundle of shingles at a time.  Judy made a motion to start the new campaign.  Marialana Nygard seconded.  Motion passed.  It was also stated that the Parsonage was still in need of new windows.
Election of Council:  Two positions needed to be filled.  Fred Feleppa made a motion to nominate Nicole Garen.  Lorraine Graham seconded.  Lori Wilkins made a motion to nominate Lana Lennington.  Paul Shepard seconded.  Judy Ryerse made a motion that the nominations be closed and the nominees be elected.  Jerry seconded.  Motion passed.

Sandy Feleppa announced that she had been selected to attend a conference on July 21-24, 2014 representing the ELCA Woman of Color.

Committee Elections:  Judy Ryerse made a motion that the Mission Endowment Committee and Memorial Fund Committee remain as established.  Sandy seconded.  Motion passed.

Treasurer Election:  A motion to re-elect Dawn Akers and Lana Lennington to as co-treasurers was passed.

Audit:  A motion to keep the present Audit Committee was passed.
2014 Synod Assembly Delegates:   Sandy Feleppa nominated Linda and Mike Wilkins as delegates to the Synod Assembly on May 18th & 19th.  Jerry seconded.  Motion passed.

Faith Gaubault closed the meeting at 1:50 p.m.  A very nice potluck luncheon followed.

Lorraine Graham, Secretary
Contact Information
Pastor Jeremy Winter may be reached at 906-643-0391 or at jwinter001@gmail.com  or in case of emergencies, 

Pastor’s cell phone number is 712-389-2747

Church telephone: 906-643-7870  -  Answering machine
The secretary will be in the office on Tuesdays and Thursdays.
To email the church is:  ziontrinity950@yahoo.com
The new website is at http://zionstignace.com/home.html
Find us on facebook at 
· " 

www.facebook.com/zionstignace  

Ushers 2014
Thank you for your involvement last year.  We have tried to accommodate those who were unable to usher.  This system has worked well for us.  We have signed everyone up again for 2014.  Thanks again for your involvement in this vital ministry.  If you cannot make your designated time, please e-mail (ziontrinity950@yahoo.com) or call the church office.

The Usher duties are:

1. Arrive 30 minutes before church

2. Put hymnal numbers up on the board

3. Pass out bulletins and welcome guests

4. Help with the offering and communion

5. Track attendance 
Mar 2

Craig & Sunshine Kammers
Mar 9

Marialana Nygard & Lynn Evans
Mar 16

Paul & Tammy Shepard

Mar 23

Merlin & Shannon Doran

Mar 30

Stevan & Mary Christiansen

April 6

Mark & Carol Elmblad

April 13

Dave & Rita LaVake

April 20

Sjogren Family

April 27

Dena Barker & Tracey McCluskey
May 4

Lana Lennington & Family

May 11

Judy Ryerse & Lorraine Graham 

May 18

Nicole, Cole, and Alicia Garen

May 25

Bob Marshall and Faith Gaubault

June 1

Delores & Cliff Marshall

June 8

Jerry & Susan Fenlon

June 15

LaJoice Family

June 22

Sandy & Fred Feleppa

June 29

Liz Winter & Donna Harju

July 6

Casey & Angie Brake
July 13

Tom Schenkel & Max Coburn

July 20

Mark & Carol Elmblad
July 27

Paul & Tammy Shepard

Aug 3

Judy Ryerse & Marialana Nygard

Aug 10

Stevan & Mary Christiansen

Aug 17

Feleppa Family

Aug 24

Mike Lehto & Mike Herman

Aug 31

Les & Debbie Therrian

Sep 7

Jon & Connie Olsen
Sep 14

Liz Winter & Lorraine Graham

Sep 21

Tim & Sally Idalski
Sep 28

Merlin & Shannon Doran

Oct 5

NOIZ
Oct 12

Alan & Betsy Turf
Oct 19

Mark & Carol Elmblad
Oct 26

Max Coburn & Tom Schenkel
Nov 2

Nicole Garen Family

Nov 9

Sam LaVake Family

Nov 16

Confirmation Youth

Nov 23

Amy Dodds Family

Dec 7

Sjogren Family

Dec 19

Jerry & Susan Fenlon

Dec 21

Dena Barker & Tracey McCluskey


Dec 24

Lana Lennington Family

Dec 28

Judy Ryerse & Donna Harju

Check out our new website!
http://zionstignace.com/home.html

Welcome to the website of Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church!
Worship 11:00 a.m. every Sunday. All are welcome.

Here you can learn more about us and the things we do. More important you can learn about the things God is doing with us and through us. And maybe you can discover how God is working through you as well.

Our Mission at Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church is to minister to peoples' spiritual needs, to love one another, and to be open and serving to the community.
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